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Meeting in Kwazulu Natal, the Synod of the
Anglican Church in Southern Africa

passed a resolution “to work tirelessly to
eradicate from our churches and communities
the sin of stigma which continues to
undermine the implementation of an holistic
and comprehensive strategy to minister to
people infected with, or otherwise directly
affected by, HIV and AIDS and to further
combat spread of this pandemic.”

The Anglican Provincial Synod is the
highest legislative body of the Anglican Church
of Southern Africa. It meets once every three
years. Among the guests was the Revd Canon
Kenneth Kearon, the Secretary General of the
Anglican Communion based in London. 

Canon Kearon spoke of the meeting in the
highest terms commending the way the entire
Synod was set-out and how well it
accomplished its tasks.

Aids
The Synod has also voted to step up its

programme of education of lay and ordained
church leaders in order to break the HIV/AIDS
stigma and develop effective responses to the
disease at the parish level. 

Dioceses will be requested to strengthen
existing partnerships and to establish new
relationships with other Christian churches
and faith-based organisations, faiths and local
governments to optimise implementation of
the church’s HIV and AIDS strategy.

Delegates recognised that culture poses
an enormous problem in the area of stigma
and has encouraged church leadership to
enter into dialogue with relevant cultural
leaders around this issue as a matter of
urgency.

The church’s HIV and AIDS office has
been commended for the development and
implementation of Anglican supported anti-
HIV and AIDS programmes and support for
diocesan and parish projects. 

Canon Kearon said Archbishop Ndungane
should be commended for his leadership in
the field of HIV and AIDS in Southern Africa,
Africa and within the world-wide Anglican
Communion.

Gender
The Synod also requested setting up a

gender task team. This team will investigate
the possibility of the creation of a Southern
African Anglican gender desk. 

It is envisaged that this gender desk will
produce a consolidated report on all
resources, research findings, training and
support in order to assist dioceses and
organisations to apply gender-sensitive
guidelines in their teachings and practices.
This report will be produced for initial
consideration in 2006.

The gender task team will also serve as a
“challenge group” to keep gender issues on
the church agenda. They will give feedback on

this during 2006. A visioning exercise will be
held within the church to contribute to the
work of a gender desk.

The church has resolved to produce a
strategic plan and a budget for continued work
of a gender desk by 2006. 

This resolution was made partly in
response to high levels of poverty and
domestic violence in the Southern African
region, and also to UN statistics showing that
75% of those infected with HIV in Africa
between the ages of 15 and 24 years old are
women. 

This issue has been discussed previously
by other Church structures. There has been
agreement that investigation is needed into the
implications of gender-related issues and how
they impact on the life of the church and its
teaching and practices.

Our children
Archbishop Ndungane has been asked by

the Synod to call on the governments of South
Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, Namibia, Angola
and Mozambique (that is all countries which
form part of the Anglican Church ‘province’ of
Southern Africa) to take responsibility for the
provision of care to orphans and vulnerable
children in their countries and to ensure that
their rights are protected.

The Synod also resolved to prioritise the
needs of AIDS orphans and other vulnerable
children. 

It was agreed by delegates that the future
of the world depends on the healthy
development of children and therefore it is
vital that the rights of children to proper
nurturing and development are protected.

The synod noted that the church has a
responsibility of caring holistically for its
members,  especially the weak and vulnerable
in society. The CPSA has declared HIV and
AIDS a human emergency and has
implemented programmes whose main
objective is a generation without AIDS.
Keeping children free of the disease is a major
focus area.

Diocesan bishops will be asked to create
mechanisms in their dioceses whereby
parishes are equipped to follow up on the
health and welfare of babies in their churches
and communities so that children at risk can
be identified and protected from infant
mortality, domestic violence and child abuse.

Each diocese will identify and utilise
diocesan resources to establish: one stop
health care centres; children’s care centres
providing pre-school education, aftercare,
recreation and nutrition; and models of church
based community care for orphans.

Gays and the Church
The synod meeting also debated the issue

of homosexuality in their province.
Bishop Peter Lee from the Diocese of

Christ the King in southern Johannesburg

began the debate with a presentation from the
evangelical Christian perspective – a
perspective endorsed by many so-called
‘conservative’ Anglicans.

This was followed with a presentation by
retired Bishop of Grahamstown, David Russell,
who presented homosexuality from a
pragmatic perspective. Bishop Russell is seen
as more ‘liberal’ in his views on the issue.

Delegates were then addressed by a
mother whose daughter is homosexual and
who has now accepted her daughter’s lifestyle.
A homosexual woman and a homosexual man
also spoke.  All three related their experiences
of continuing marginalisation by their families
and communities.

Debate followed, during which many
present expressed their appreciation at being
exposed to other people’s experiences and
opinions on the issue.

Canon Kenneth Kearon spoke highly of the
manner of debate on this sensitive issue
facing the entire Communion. It was his first
visit to the province since his appointment as
Secretary General of the Anglican Communion.

No resolution has been reached but
Archbishop Ndungane said: “Our discussion
and debate on this issue was of a high level of
maturity and has broadened our thinking and
understanding. The church will continue to
listen to the voice of the people and engage on
this issue.”

New name coming
A decision has been made to change the

formal name of the church. Previously known
as the Church of the Province of Southern
Africa (CPSA), it will now be known as the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa (ACSA).

The archbishop said this decision was
taken because of the confusion arising from
the word ‘province’. 

“We are an ecclesiastical province of the
worldwide Anglican Communion, but we also
have nine provinces in South Africa and
provinces in other parts of our region such as
Mozambique and Angola. So the word
‘province’ confuses people,” said the
Archbishop. “The name change has a lot to do
with clarifying our identity,” he said.

“The name change will not come into
effect immediately because it changes the
constitution of the Anglican Church. It will
only be finalised at the next session of the
Provincial Synod in three years’ time,” said
Archbishop Ndungane.

Southern Africa Report
from reports by Penny Lorimer

THIRSTY FOR GOD
A Brief History of Christian Spirituality 
BRADLEY P HOLT 
New edition of an engaging history
which traces man’s two-millennium
quest for union with God. Covers the
practice of Christian devotion, prayer
and contemplation from the biblical
and influential early periods to the
diverse insights of the Reformation
and modern eras including the
spirituality of Jesus, medieval women
mystics and contemporary spirituality. 
Fortress Press • 0 8006 3709 7 • 240pp •
PB • £9.99

GOD HAS NO RELIGION 
Blending Traditions for Prayer
FRANCIS SHERIDAN GOULART 
Remarkable prayers which combine
different religions and traditions.
Describes each prayer's tradition and
origin and includes options on how to
adapt prayers to suit personal
circumstances. For example, closings
to prayers may be added from other
traditions and gender specific prayers
may be changed as desired. Also
suggests ways to integrate prayers into
everyday life. 
Ave Maria Press • 1 893732 74 6 • 256pp
• PB • £8.99

THE FAITH OF THE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH 
An Introduction to Theology 
TYRON INBODY 
An engaging introduction to the core
beliefs of the Christian faith. A user-
friendly design and broad perspective
commend it to readers from every
church tradition. Includes discussion
of subjects not usually covered in
introductory volumes, such as
creationism, the devil, miracles, prayer
and the virgin birth. 
Eerdmans • 0 8028 4151 1 • 360pp • PB
• £13.99

WHEN CHILDREN BECAME PEOPLE 
The Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity 
O M BAKKE
A fascinating picture of children’s first
real emergence as people against a
backdrop of the ancient world. Applies
latest research in theology and social
history to compare Greco-Roman and
Christian attitudes towards abortion,
child prostitution, moral upbringing
and the involvement of children in
liturgy and church life. 
Fortress Press • 0 8006 3725 9 • 288pp •
PB • £9.99

HELP MY UNBELIEF 
FLEMING RUTLEDGE 
Paperback edition of a popular text
by one of today’s most articulate and
penetrating preachers. Speaks to
readers, who are troubled with
doubts and uncertainties about the
Christian faith, in a provocative and
learned way. Among the questions
Rutledge engages with are: Doesn’t
everyone have their own idea of God?
and What if I’m not very religious?  
Eerdmans • 0 8028 2844 2 • 308pp •
PB • £9.99

PREACHER, CAN YOU HEAR US
LISTENING? 
ROGER E VAN HARN 
The essential prerequisite for
faithful, fruitful preaching is that
before they speak, preachers listen
to God and to their people. This
book addresses the questions that
sermon listeners ask of ministers,
such as ‘How can a sermon be the
word of God?’ and ‘Why should we
listen to sermons?’ Gives fresh
insights into the needs of
congregations, helping to guide
preparation for more effective
sermons. 
Eerdmans • 0 8028 2865 5 • 160pp •
PB • £8.99

INHERITING WISDOM 
Readings for Today from Ancient Christian
Writers
EDITED BY EVERETT FERGUSON 
Inspiring collection of thoughts and
insights from early Christian leaders
including Tertullian and Jerome.
Covers a spectrum of topics
including social existence, early
Christian ethical concerns, key
doctrines and central themes of
Christian living. Shows that the
wisdom of early Christian writers has
much to offer those following the
Christian path today. 
Hendrickson • 1 56563 354 7 • 336pp •
PB • £9.99

MARY 
Images of the Mother of Jesus in Jewish and
Christian Perspective 
JAROSLAV PELIKAN et al 
Scholars from Jewish, Catholic and
Protestant traditions provide an
ecumenical portrait of Mary by
exploring the varied ways in which
the mother of Jesus is perceived.
Features forty-eight pages of full-
colour illustrations accompanied by
excerpts from early Christian sources
and from the Mary legend traditions.
Fortress Press • 0 8006 3706 2 • 108pp
• PB • £9.99

Available from your local bookshop or in case of difficulty please contact: 

ALBAN BOOKS LTD, 14 Belford Road, Edinburgh EH4 3BL, UK   www.albanbooks.com
Tel: 0131 226 2217          Fax: 0131 225 5999        Email: sales@albanbooks.com

ALBAN BOOKS
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RESOURCES
Anglican World welcomes hearing from publishers in
different parts of the Communion. Please send us press
releases and copies of your latest publications and we
will try to include mention of them in future issues.

RESOURCES

A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON JESUS –
What the Quest for the Historical
Jesus Missed by James D.G. Dunn.
The author is Emeritus Lightfoot
Professor of Divinity at the University of
Durham.  Stressing the “disciple-mak-
ing, faith-creating impact” which Jesus

had on his disciples, Dunn critiques the historians of
Jesus and explores the oral tradition, which took
shape among the first disciples and the earliest
churches.  Published by SPCK. ISBN 0-281-05742-7

THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS AND THE
NEW TESTAMENT by George J. Brooke.
The author is Rylands Professor of
Biblical Criticism and Exegesis in the
University of Manchester.  In this book,
he sheds light on the first-century world
shared by the Qumran community and

the writers of the New Testament and explains how
texts from Qumran and texts from the New Testament
illuminate each other.  
Published by SPCK.  ISBN 0-281-05710-9

THE ROSARY FOR
EPISCOPALIANS/ANGLICANS – This
co-publication by Regent Press and
Incarnation Priory Press is an introduc-
tion to the use of the Rosary as a guid-
ing structure for private prayer.  
ISBN 1-58790-055-6

A CASE OF CONFIDENCE – Sinai to
Istanbul: Finding Oases of Christian
Spirituality in the Bible Lands by Ian
R. Smith.  The author, who has travelled
extensively in the Middle East and
Africa, invites his readers on a journey
to discover whether Christianity is truly

in “terminal decline” in the Bible Lands, and tells sto-
ries of the resilient Christians that he meets there.
Published by Highland Books.  ISBN 1-897913-72-9

PRAISES PRAYERS & CURSES —
Conversations with the Psalms by
Richard H. Schmidt.  The author is a
retired parish priest and the former
managing editor of The Episcopalian.
In this book, Schmidt plunges into the
heart of each of the 150 Psalms, medi-

tating on their most “perplexing, strange and violent
passages”. 
Published by Forward Movement.  ISBN 0-88028-264-9

PASTORAL CARE AND COUNSELING –
Redefining the Paradigms edited by
Nancy J. Ramsay, Professor of Pastoral
Theology at Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary.  This compilation
of seven essays examines important
developments in the rapidly expanding

field of pastoral care and counselling.  
Published Abingdon Press ISBN 0-687-02224-x

CONVERSATIONS AROUND THE
WORLD, 2000-2005: The Report of
the International Conversations
between the Anglican Communion
and the Baptist World Alliance. An
account of five years of international

meetings which sought to enhance mutual under-
standing and lay the ground for more effective ways
for Baptists and Anglicans to confess their faith
together and to share in the mission of God.  
Published by the Anglican Communion Office.  ISBN 6-00000005-8

THE BIRTH OF CHRISTIANITY – The
First Twenty Years by Paul Burnett.
The author is the former Bishop of
North Sydney, Australia and is a teach-
ing fellow at Regent College in
Vancouver, BC.  Based on historical
sources, biblical cues and other evi-

dence, this book provides a chronology of the years
immediately following Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Published by W.B. Eerdmans.  ISBN 0-8028-2781-0    

JOURNAL OF ANGLICAN STUDIES
(Volume 3.1, June 2005).  This vol-
ume includes an editorial by Dr. Bruce
Kaye as well as articles by Rene Kollar,
J. Barrington Bates and John L.
Peterson, among others.  Published by
SAGE Publications.  ISBN1740-3553

A MANY-COLOURED MOSAIC – The
Christian Presence in the Holy Land
by Clare Amos.   The author is Director
of Studies and lecturer in Old Testament
at Westcott House, Cambridge.  This
short book offers an introduction to the
Christian communities of the Holy Land.

Published by the Church Missionary Society.  ISBN 0-85273-070-5

FIRST PEOPLE’S THEOLOGY JOUR-
NAL – Remembering God, Indigenous
Scholars Share Sacred Memories
(Vol.1, No. 3, January 2005), edited
by Owanah Anderson.  This journal con-
tains a wide variety of prose, poetry and
art work.  Published by the Indigenous
Theological Training Institute. 

HOLDING YOUR PRAYERS IN YOUR
HANDS – Praying the Anglican Rosary
by Kristin M. Elliot and Betty Kay Seibt.
This book presents a variety of prayer
cycles to be used in conjunction with
the Anglican Rosary.  Published by the
authors.  Available through:  Solitaries of DeKoven,

Vigeat Radix Hermitage, 1101 CR 204, Santa Anna, Texas 76878

THE THOUGHTFUL GUIDE TO FAITH
by Tony Windross.  The author is an
Anglican minister in Norfolk, England.
This book “outlines many of the objec-
tions raised to formal Christian religion,
and suggests ways of dealing with them
which do not compromise people’s

intellectual integrity.” 
Published by O Books.  ISBN 1-903816-68-8

HEAD VERSUS HEART AND OUR GUT
REACTIONS – The 21st Century
Enneagram, Mapping the Different
Ways We Engage the World by
Michael Hampson with a foreword by
Archbishop Rowan Williams.  The
author is a priest of the Church of

England. Here he presents a system for understand-
ing ourselves and others.  
Published by O Books.  ISBN 1-903816-92-0

THE CHURCH STRUGGLE IN SOUTH
AFRICA – 25th Anniversary Edition by
John W. de Gruchy with Steve de
Gruchy.  Foreword by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu.  The author is R.S.
Taylor Professor of Christian Studies at
the University of Cape Town.   This book

tells the story of the Christian Church in South Africa
from its colonial beginnings until 1976.  
Published by SCM Press.  ISBN 0-334-02970-8

THEOLOGICAL ISSUES IN BIOETHICS
– An Introduction with Readings edit-
ed by Neil Messer.  Contains articles
and case studies.  Published by Darton,
Longman and Todd.  ISBN 0-232-52441-6

SHARING GOD’S PLANET – A
Christian Vision for a Sustainable
Future with foreword by Archbishop
Rowan Williams.  This report commis-
sioned by the Church of England’s
Mission and Public Affairs Council

explores the causes and consequences of human
damage to the environment and suggests how
Christians can respond.  Published by Church House
Publishing. ISBN 0-7151-4068-X

THE WINDSOR REPORT – A Liberal
Response edited by Jonathan
Clatworthy and David Bruce Taylor with
foreword by John Selby Spong.  This
book contains articles on the Windsor
Report from a liberal perspective.
Published by O books.  ISBN 1-905047-29-0

PSALM by Peter Owen Jones.   The
author is an Anglican priest.  This book
contains 11 Psalms and the Song of
Simeon, re-stated in a contemporary
idiom.  Published by O books.  1-903816-91-2

THE ANGLICAN QUILT – Resolving the
Anglican Crisis Over Homosexuality
by Robert Van De Weyer.  The author is
a priest in the Church of England.
Tracing the roots of the present crisis in
the Anglican Church regarding homo-
sexuality to the Church’s foundation

more than four centuries ago, this book offers a
detailed plan for resolving that crisis.  Published by O
books.  ISBN 1-903816-89-0

SCIENCE AND RELIGION – SCM
Studyguide by Jean Dorricott.  The
author is a member of the British
Association for the Advancement of
Science.  This undergraduate, level-one
textbook book provides an introduction

to the relationship between science and religion.
Published by SCM Press.  ISBN 0-334-02975-9

THE OLD TESTAMENT  - SCM
Studyguide by John Holdsworth.  The
author is Archdeacon of St. David’s
Cathedral, Wales and former Dean of
Theology at the University of Wales,
Cardiff.  This book is a newcomer’s

guide to the many interpretations of the Old
Testament text.  Published by SCM Press. ISBN 0-334-02985-6

THE NEW SCM DICTIONARY OF
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY - edited by
Philip Sheldrake.  This dictionary
includes contributions by scholars
throughout the world and adds more
than 400 entirely new entries to its

predecessor.  Published by SCM Press.  ISBN 0-334-02984-8

FOOD IN DUE SEASON – Daily Table
Graces for the Christian Year by David
Goode.  The author is a member of the
Faculty of Divinity at the University of
Cambridge.  This book is a collection of
ready to use graces.  Published by

Canterbury Press.  ISBN 1-85311-647-5

BIBLE READINGS FOR SPECIAL
TIMES: ILL HEALTH by Wendy Bray.
Published by The Bible Reading Fellowship. ISBN 1-
84101-421-4

BIBLE READINGS FOR SPECIAL
TIMES:  MARRIAGE by Anna and Nick
Brooker.  Published by The Bible Reading
Fellowship.  ISBN 1-84101-427-3

BIBLE READINGS FOR SPECIAL
TIMES:  RETIREMENT by David Winter.
Published by The Bible Reading Fellowship.  ISBN
1-84101-430-3

TO SET OUR HOPE ON CHRIST – A
Response to the Invitation of the
Windsor Report, Paragraph 135, with
a foreword by Presiding Bishop Frank T.
Griswold. Published by the Episcopal Church of
the United States of America.

ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN AGREEMENTS
– Regional and International
Agreements 1972-2002. Edited by the
Revd Sven Oppegaard and the Revd
Canon Gregory Cameron.  Published by the
Lutheran World Federation.  ISBN 3-905676-31-1

JESUS, THE WORD by Mark Francisco
Bozzuti-Jones, illustrated by Shelly
Hehenberger.  Mr. Bozzuti-Jones is an
Episcopal priest at Christ Church,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and an
award winning author of books for chil-

dren.  Ms. Hehenberger is an award-winning illustra-
tor.  This book of lyrical text and full-page, brightly
coloured drawings helps children explore Jesus’
importance as revealed in John 1:1.  
Published by Augsburg Fortress.  ISBN 0-8066-5169-5

GRACE NOTES – Journeying with the
Primate, 1995-2004 by Michael Peers.
The author was Primate of the Anglican
Church of Canada from 1986 until 2004.
This book is a collection of Michael
Peers’ monthly column in the Anglican

Journal.  Published by ABC.  ISBN 1-55126-437-4

HEALING FAMILIES – Courage and
Faith in Challenging Times by Diane
Marshall.  Ms Marshall is a registered
marriage and family therapist.  Here she
offers resources to help people under-
stand and respond effectively to the

challenges facing families today.  
Published by Path Books.  ISBN 1-55126-432-3

AS WELL AS JOY – Elegies for
Marcus and Rachael by Tony Fitchett.
This book is a sequence of poems writ-
ten by Mr. Fitchett after the death of his
son and a friend in a car accident.  It is
sold to raise funds for the Rachael

Gloag and Marcus Fitchett Memorial Medical
Education Trust.  Published by R. Gloag and M. Fitchett
Memorial Medical Education Trust.  ISBN 0-473-05135-4

THE HOLY SPIRIT by Nicky Gumbel.
The author is a priest in the Church of
England and is the pioneer of the Alpha
course. This booklet is taken from Alpha
– Questions of Life by the same author.
Published by Kingsway Communications Ltd.  ISBN
1-84291-200-3

THE FAITH OF THE OUTSIDER –
Exclusion and Inclusion in the Biblical
Story by Frank Anthony Spina.  The
author is an Episcopal priest and pro-
fessor of Old Testament and theology at
Seattle Pacific University.  This book
examines the insider/outsider motif

which runs through the Bible.  Published by Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing.  ISBN 0-8028-2864-7

SEWANEE THEOLOGICAL REVIEW –
Pentecost, 2005, Vol. 48:3. Contains
The Quest for the Living God by
Elizabeth A. Johnson, C.S.J., Professor
of Theology at Fordham University.
Published by Sewanee.  ISSN 1059-9576

CREATION by Alister McGrath.  The
author is Professor of Historical
Theology at Oxford University.  This
illustrated volume on the theme of cre-
ation encourages a “discipleship of the

imagination”, a plunge beneath the surface of faith.
Published by Fortress Press.  ISBN 0-8006-3700-3

INITIATION, MEMBERSHIP AND
AUTHORITY IN ANGLICAN AND
ROMAN CATHOLIC CANON LAW edited
by James Conn, S.J., Norman Doe and
Joseph Fox, O.P., with foreword by
Archbishop Rowan Williams.  Published by

the Centre for Law and Religion Cardiff University, Pontifical Gregorian
University and Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas.

TALES OF GRACE: 50 Five-minute
Stories by Eve Lockett.  These short
stories illustrate some of the main
themes of Christian life.  They are
appropriate for all ages and are
designed for use in church services,
school assemblies, etc. Published by The

Bible Reading Fellowship.  ISBN 1-84101-366-8

BEING A SERVER TODAY: A Resource
for All Who Assist at the Liturgy by
Brendan Clover and Chris Verity. B.
Clover is Canon Precentor of Bristol
Cathedral; C. Verity is liturgical steward
of the Glastonbury Pilgrimage and a
server at Bristol Cathedral.  This book

offers advice on all aspects of the server’s calling.
Published by Canterbury Press.  ISBN 1-85311-638-6

SPECIAL PEOPLE, SPECIAL PLACES:
Making Connections Between
Christian Pilgrimage and Everyday
Life by Janet Marshall. The author is
the Education Officer at the Anglican
Shrine, Walsingham.  This book

explores the concept of pilgrimage and seeks to
inform and inspire Key Stage Two teachers.  Published
by The Bible Reading Fellowship.  ISBN 1-84101-372-2

COLLECTIVE WORSHIP UNWRAPPED:
33 Tried and Tested Story-based
Assemblies for Primary School by
John Guest.  The author is Rector of St.
Margaret’s Parish Church, Stanford-le-
Hope, in Essex.  This book contains

assemblies on themes that include moral and spiritual
development, citizenship, spiritual values, etc.
Published by The Bible Reading Fellowship.  ISBN 1-84101-371-4

BIBLE READINGS FOR SPECIAL
TIMES: BEREAVEMENT by Jean
Watson.  Published by The Bible Reading
Fellowship. ISBN 1-84101-418-4

WHO IS GOD IN THREE PERSONS? –
A Study of the Trinity by John R.
Tyson.  The author is professor of
Theology at Houghton College.  This
book provides an overview of the doc-
trine of the Trinity, its biblical origins,
and its development in the life of the

Christian faith.   
Published by Abingdon Press.  ISBN 0-687-73991-8

MARY- Grace and Hope in Christ.
This agreed statement concerning the
Blessed Virgin Mary as pattern of grace
and hope brings to completion the man-
date of the Anglican-Roman Catholic
International Commission (ARCIC).

Published by Morehouse.  ISBN0-8192-8132-8    

ANGLICANISM - The Answer to
Modernity by Duncan Dormor, Jack
McDonald and Jeremy Caddick, with
preface by Archbishop Rowan Williams.
Eight young Cambridge deans explore
the credibility, wisdom and coherence of
Anglican answers to biblical, moral,

philosophical and social issues.  
Published by Continuum.  ISBN 0-8264-8616-9       

WHY STUDY THE PAST?  The Quest
for the Historical Church by Rowan
Williams.  The author is the Archbishop
of Canterbury.  In this book based on a
series of lectures given at Salisbury
Cathedral, Archbishop Williams explores
the ways in which we think about the

past and proposes that, from a more theologically
sensitive reading of Church history, we will emerge
with “some greater fullness of Christian maturity.”
Published by Darton, Longman and Todd.  ISBN 0-232-52549-8 

WORK AND PRAYER compiled by Chris
Keating with a foreword by Rowan
Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury.  This
book offers compact Orders of Service for
Morning, Midday, Evening and Compline
prayers, for Monday through Saturday.  It
contains a Lectionary and Collects for

Sundays and Holy Days.    
Published by Morehouse.  ISBN 0-8192-8121-2     

THE VICAR’S GUIDE - Life and
Ministry in the Parish edited by David
Ison. This collection of essays presents
essential information, practical survival
tools and theological reflection based on
the writers’ own parish ministry experi-
ence.  

Published by Church House Publishing.  ISBN 0-7151-4015-9

BEARING THE WORD - Prophecy in
Biblical and Qur’anic Perspective edit-
ed by Michael Ipgrave.  This book is a
record of, and reflection on, the third
Building Bridges seminar, which
addressed questions of prophecy from
Muslim and Christian perspectives.

Published by Church House Publishing.  ISBN 0-7151-4050-7  

UNDERSTANDING THE WINDSOR
REPORT – Two Leaders in the
American Church Speak Across the
Divide by Ian T. Douglas and Paul F.M.
Zahl with a report summary by Jan
Nunley.  Speaking from opposing sides
of the issues addressed in the Windsor

Report, Douglas and Zahl examine the report from
historical, biblical, theological, ecclesiological, cultur-
al, liturgical and political perspectives.  
Published by Church Publishing.  ISBN 0-89869-487-6
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THE POWER AND WONDER OF
PRAYER by Morgan K. Smith Jr.  This
pamphlet is published by Forward
Movement.

THESSALONIANS 1 & 2 by C.K.
Robertson.  This pamphlet is published
by Forward Movement.

USING THE JESUS PRAYER by Bede
Thomas Mudge, OHC.  This pamphlet is
published by Forward Movement.

THE BIBLE AND HOMOSEXUALITY –
What is the Spirit Saying to the
Churches? by Bishop David Russell,
with a foreword by Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. Bishop Russell has
recently retired as Bishop of

Grahamstown, South Africa.  In this short volume, he
endeavours to “help build a bridge of understanding”
concerning the “issue of homosexuality” now facing
the Anglican Church.  Distributed by the Church of
the Province of Southern Africa Publishing
Department.

EQUIPPING YOUR CHURCH IN A SPIRITUAL AGE
by Steve Hollinghurst.  The author is a researcher in
Evangelism to Post-Christian Culture at Church
Army’s Sheffield Centre.  This workbook is designed
to help churches understand the issues related to
mission and evangelism within contemporary spiritu-
alities.  This publication is available through the
Group for Evangelism, Methodist Church House,
London, England.

CD’s

SANCTUARY music by Christian
Forshaw, with Soprano Aimee Green
and the Choir of King’s College, London,
directed by David Trendell.  The com-
poser is Professor of Saxophone at the

Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London.
This is a collection of Canticles, hymns and other
songs arranged for choir, soprano soloist, saxophone,
percussion, synthesiser and organ.   Released by Quartz
Music.

VIDEO

ENGLAND’S NAZARETH – A
Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady
of Walsingham. This video guide to
the Anglican Shrine at Walsingham — a
pilgrimage site for a thousand years —
includes a Pilgrimage Mass, a Candlelit

Procession, a contribution by the Most Reverend
Rowan Williams, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
more.  Produced by BNT Productions and WCTA Ltd.

Compiled by Robert Bergner and Ian Harvey

It seems like a recipe for disaster: “Place fif-
teen Anglican theologians in a room together

and invite them to produce a unanimous theo-
logical report”.  But in fact this has now
occurred four times in the last twenty-five
years, and a new publication celebrates this
considerable achievement.  

Contemporary Doctrine Classics contains
a reissue of three reports – We Believe in God
(1987), We Believe in the Holy Spirit (1991)
and The Mystery of Salvation (1995) – which
the Church of England’s Doctrine Commission
formulated, originally in response to a request
from Archbishop Robert Runcie.  The fourth
report, Being Human, a Christian
Understanding of Personhood illustrated with
reference to Power, Money, Sex and Time,
appeared in 2003.  All four reports were unan-
imous, and have been published ‘under the
authority of the House of Bishops’.  

The Church of England first established a
Doctrine Commission in 1922, after the publi-
cation of a particularly controversial set of
essays on ‘Christ and the Creed’ in 1921.  The
purpose of the Commission was to steady the
ship by showing how far Anglicans shared
common beliefs, and also by removing or
diminishing any differences.  They took 16
years to finalise a report, but when it came it
too was unanimous.  It was called Doctrine in
the Church of England (note: not the doctrine
of the Church of England), and it covered in its
240 pages, in brief outline, most elements of
Christian belief.

By 1938 Archbishop William Temple had
become the Chairman of the Commission, and
wrote warmly about the fun and friendships
which had developed among its members over
the years.  They had (he said) tried to write
simply and straightforwardly, so that anyone
interested enough in religious matters could

understand their meaning. 
What is interesting about the reports re-

issued in Contemporary Doctrine Classics is
that they take up in many ways the agenda of
the original Commission.  Although they are
much fuller than the 1938 Report (weighing in
at a bulky 475 pages, plus 20 page introduc-
tion), they are about the specific beliefs of
Christians today, in God, in the Holy Spirit and
in the atonement.  They quite specifically
address the controversies over, and difficulties
in, how these beliefs are formulated, respond-
ing to modern science or to the impact of
other faiths, or to feminism.  In the report on
the Holy Spirit, on the other hand, the focus
naturally falls on the internal challenge (and
opportunity) of the charismatic movement.  In
all these matters the reports aim to do full jus-
tice to a variety of convictions, but also to
reach a common mind and to do so in plain
speech.

Over the fourteen years of its activity these
three commissions included more than thirty
different members.  Many of them were teach-
ers of theology at universities or theological
colleges; some were parish or cathedral cler-
gy.  There always were lay members, and the
commissions drew on advice from various
consultants.  

Although there are different emphases in
different parts of the reports, there is also a
striking unity of approach and method.  A
reviewer of the third report commented upon
a clear commitment to the Trinitarian and
incarnational structure of catholic Christianity
– and this characterises the first two reports
also.  They see Christian life as being drawn
into the ‘open circle of divine love’, living
inside the story of salvation and thus within
the love that God actually is.  This is a practi-
cal, non-speculative way of interpreting

Trinitarian theology, with profound implica-
tions for worship and the spiritual life.  

It is characteristic of the three reports
also, that they see the use of Scripture in the
worship of the church as the context in which
it is received and interpreted.  ‘To read in wor-
ship any portion of the biblical story – howev-
er truncated or broken it may seem alone – is
to set our own lives in the context of the
whole narrative framework which the Bible
contains’ [Contemporary Doctrine Classics
(We Believe in God) p.49].

In such a setting a variety of critical schol-
arly procedures are entirely possible, as the
modern reader enters into a vibrant conversa-
tion with the text, and with past interpretations
of the text.  The Commissions all contained
eminent Old and New Testament scholars; and
the new edition of the reports includes a com-
prehensive list of all biblical passages to which
reference was made.  This and the enlarged
and enhanced general index are intended to
make the work more useful in preaching and
teaching.

All three reports were published ‘under the
authority of the House of Bishops’ of the
Church of England.  While this does not make
them the ‘official teaching’ of the Church of
England, they are certainly more than the sum
of the opinions of their authors.  In some
ways their unanimity is an extraordinary
achievement in the context of the second half
of the twentieth century, which witnessed a
number of major disputes about central doc-
trines of the faith, not least in England.

Archbishop Rowan has commended them
as ‘a resource of lasting value and signifi-
cance’.  I pray they may play a part, especially
at the present time, in guiding all who profess
and call themselves Christians into the way of
truth.   +Stephen Sykes

FROM EVERY PEOPLE AND NATION –
The Book of Revelation in
Intercultural Perspective, edited by
David Rhoads.  This is a compilation of
ten essays on the Book of Revelation by
theologians from varied cultural back-

grounds.  Published by Fortress Press.  ISBN 0-8006-3721-6

IN DEFENCE OF CHRISTIANITY by
Brian Hebblethwaite.  The author is a
Fellow of Queen’s College, Cambridge.
This short book of Christian Apologetics
attempts to show the main reasons that
can be advanced in support of the

Christian faith.  Published by Oxford University Press.  ISBN 0-
19-927679-X

THE TRUCE OF GOD – Peacemaking in Troubled
Times by Rowan Williams.  The author is the
Archbishop of Canterbury.  This is a revised and
updated edition of Archbishop Williams’ meditation
on the spiritual issues which are at the root of war
and peace.  Published by Canterbury Press.  ISBN 1-85311-650-5

GRACE AND NECESSITY – Reflections on Art and
Love by Rowan Williams.  The author is the
Archbishop of Canterbury.  In this work, Archbishop
Williams sketches a new theological aesthetic, a new
understanding of how human beings open them-
selves to transcendence.  Published by Morehouse.  ISBN  0-
8192-8118-2

THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH – A Guide
to Places in the Bible by Richard R. Losch.  The
author is a retired Episcopal priest.  This volume con-
tains descriptions of dozens of geographical regions,
empires, cities and towns mentioned in the Bible.
Published by Wm. B. Eerdmans.  ISBN 0-8028-2805-1

Bishop Stephen Sykes looks at Doctrine Classics

Positive steps in ecumenism: read all about it!
Several years of co-operation, discussion and deepening relationship with other Christian traditions lie behind three publi-

cations which have recently become available. 
The agreed statement Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ is the work of the second phase of the Anglican – Roman Catholic

International Commission (ARCIC II), and has been published jointly between the Anglican Consultative Council and the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. The statement sets out an agreed framework for the theological and devo-
tional understanding of Mary in the Christian faith, and completes the agenda for dialogue between the Anglican Communion
and the Roman Catholic Church envisaged by Pope Paul VI and Archbishop Michael Ramsey in 1966. Available from SPCK
Bookshops, £7.99 ISBN: 0819281328. Text also available on-line at www.anglicancommunion.org.

The report of the Anglican Communion – Baptist World Alliance International Conversations Around the World offers a
summary and some analysis of the innovative process of regional conversations which were held in different places across
the globe over the last six years. The report represents a careful digest of the main topics of conversation on a wide range of
theological concerns for both communions, and offers some reflection on the way that Anglicans and Baptists can confess
their shared faith more effectively together and engage in a greater sharing of mission. £8 including P&P. Order on-line from
the Ecumenical Affairs & Studies section of www.anglicancommunion.org, or contact Terrie Robinson at the Anglican
Communion Office for further details, email terrie.robinson@anglicancommunion.org or fax +44 (0)207 313 3999.

The texts of the Anglican – Lutheran regional and international agreements made during the years 1972 to 2002 have
been drawn together in a joint publication of the Anglican Consultative Council and the Lutheran World Federation. It is
hoped that this volume will prove to be a useful tool for disseminating information about those Anglican-Lutheran agree-
ments already achieved, and offer encouragement to the creation of closer relations in regions where such links have not yet
substantially developed. £15 including P&P. Order on-line or contact the Anglican Communion Office as above.
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In my last word I share the privilege I have at
times in addressing the ACC and others. In my
report, I had hoped that we could send a
message to the Children of the Communion,
especially in response to the colourful array of
Compass Rose images received from so many
parts of the Communion. So, the last word is
from the whole ACC not me, as we address
the church of tomorrow, but indeed also the

church of today, and our future leaders. 
Here is the letter the ACC endorsed:

The winners of the colouring competition can be found on 
page 46.  This entry is from Brittany Logan, age 12, from New
Zealand.

The Last Word
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The International Commission of the
Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue

met in the Holy Royal and Stavropegic
Monastery of Kykkos, in Cyprus, from
Thursday, June 2nd - Wednesday, June 8th,
2005, as guests of the Church of Cyprus and
of the Most Revd Bishop Nikiforos of Kykkos,
the Abbot of the monastery. 

The Commission wish to record their
gratitude to His Eminence the Abbot, the
brothers and staff of Kykkos Monastery for the
warmth of their welcome, and to Bishop
Vasilios of Trimithus who has organised and
co-ordinated the many aspects of this
meeting, together with the staff of the
Ecumenical Relations Office of the Church of
Cyprus.

The Commission consists of
representatives of the Orthodox Churches and
of the Anglican Communion.  The Dialogue
began its work by exploring theological and
doctrinal issues of concern for dialogue
between the Anglican and Orthodox Churches
in 1973.  Agreements reached in its first two
stages were set out in the Moscow Agreed
Statement of 1976 and the Dublin Agreed
Statement of 1984.  In its present third phase,
which began in 1989, the Commission has
been examining our understanding of the

The International Commission of the Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue

Communiqué

Church in the light of our faith in the Holy
Trinity, the Person of Christ and the Holy
Spirit.  From 1989, the Commission has met
on an annual or biannual basis, completing
Statements on Trinity and the Church, Christ,
the Spirit and the Church, Christ, Humanity
and the Church (all 1998), Episcope,
Episcopos, and the Church (2001), Christ, the
Priesthood and the Church (2002).

In 2003, at Addis Ababa in Ethiopia, the
Commission began its current round of study
on the subject of the ministries of women and
men in the Church, of questions of Heresy and
Schism, and of Reception.

In Kykkos, the Commission completed the
work on these Agreed Statements, and will
meet next year to finalise the text of the
complete cycle of Statements agreed in the
current phase from 1989 to date in
preparation for publication.  

Metropolitan John of Pergamon, 
Orthodox Co-Chairman
Bishop Mark Dyer, 
Anglican Co-Chairman

Commission Members present in Cyprus were:
Orthodox Representatives
Ecumenical Patriarchate Metropolitan John of Pergamon
(Co-chair) 

Patriarchate of Alexandria, Metropolitan Petros of Aksum 
Patriarchate of Antioch, Fr Alexander Haig 
Patriarchate of Moscow, Bishop Basil of Sergievo
Patriarchate of Romania, Archbishop Nifon of Targoviste
Patriarchate of Georgia, Bishop Gerasim of Zugdid and
Tsaishi
Patriarchate of Georgia, Fr Giorgi Zviadadze
Church of Cyprus, Bishop Vasilios of Trimithus (host)
Church of Greece, Professor Constantine Scouteris
Church of Poland, Fr Andrzej Minko
Church of Albania, Bishop Ilia of Philomelion
Church of Czech Lands and Slovakia, Fr Vaclav Jezek
Church of Finland, Metropolitan Ambrosius of Helsinki
Church of Estonia, Fr Matthias Palli 
Fr Christos B Christakis (co-secretary).

Representatives of the Anglican Communion
Bishop Mark Dyer, Episcopal Church of the USA (Co-chair)
Bishop John Baycroft, Anglican Church of Canada
The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw, Church of England
The Revd Canon John Gibaut, Anglican Church of Canada 
The Revd Canon William B Green, Episcopal Church (USA) 
Bishop William Gregg, Episcopal Church (USA) 
The Revd Canon Livingstone Ngewu, Church of the
Province of Southern Africa
The Revd Dr Duncan Reid, Anglican Church of Australia 
The Revd Professor John Riches, Scottish Episcopal Church
Bishop Max Thomas, Anglican Church of Australia 
The Revd Canon Hugh Wybrew, Church of England
The Revd Canon Gregory K Cameron, Church in Wales (co-
secretary).

For more information please contact:
Canon Gregory K Cameron,
Deputy Secretary General and Director of Ecumenical Affairs
and Studies, Anglican Communion Office, St Andrew’s
House, 16 Tavistock Crescent, London  W11 1AP

To the children of the world,

We write to you, the children of God’s world today, to
share with you our concerns for the future.  We pledge to
you, as leaders of your church family, to pray and work
for:

Justice for all people everywhere,
Peace in the world,
An end to all kinds of violence,
Support for families and communities,
Fair trade and an end to poverty,
A halt to the exploitation of women and children,
Freedom and dignity for all people,
Health care and education for young and old,
And the proper use of creation.

We will strive to share the Good News with everyone we
meet, and to be like Jesus in all we do and say. Some of
you, although you are still young, carry huge
responsibilities. Some have much in material things, while
some of you have so little.  You are precious gifts to us.
Be brave; know God loves you.  Help us to be like you in
enjoying life and the beauty of the world.  Know that the
church is here for you, no matter who you are or where
you come from.  Worship, study and pray together, and
love each other as Jesus loves you.  

May God bless us all. 

A visit to Instanbul.  From left: The Revd Canon Hugh Wybrew, Bishop Mark Dyer, The Ecumenical Patriarch, Metropolitan John of Pergamon, The Revd Canon Gregory K Cameron.




